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Introduction 

The Graz feature is a world-class freestyle kayaking spot located in a controlled 
irrigation canal right in the heart of Graz city, Austria. It offers consistent, high-quality 
training conditions with 24-hour access and a welcoming atmosphere shaped by the 
local kayaking community. 

 

Location & Setting 

Graz is a vibrant, modern city in southeast Austria, near the Slovenian border. The 
feature lies within an irrigation canal close to the city centre, making it an urban yet 
surprisingly peaceful setting for focused training. 

 

Feature Characteristics 

• Single, purpose-developed hole feature 
• Excellent shape and power across a wide range of flows 
• Easy eddy access with very short paddle lines back to the top 
• Consistent feature design allows all hole tricks 



 

 

 

• Particularly good for linked tricks and ride-building 

 

Access & Usage 

• 24-hour paddler access 
• Typically minimal wait times or queues 
• Built and maintained by a progressive local club 
• Paddlers and coaches report consistently positive experiences 

 

Coaching Environment 

• Bank access is outstanding for real-time feedback 
• Great lines of sight for video analysis 
• Calm surroundings promote focused, in-depth technical sessions 
• Coaches can give direct input while staying close to the action 

 

Suitability for Trick Development 

Graz offers a rare combination of: 

• Consistent feature shape 
• Recovery-friendly eddies 
• Space and shape for trick linking 

Ideal for: 
• Developing trick consistency 
• Building ride flow and variety 
• Experimenting at a high technical level 

 

Role in Major Competitions 

• Hosted the 2024 European Championships 
• Site of the highest-ever score in freestyle competition 
• Recognised internationally as a feature that rewards skill and creativity 
• Continues to evolve thanks to local input and passion 

 



 

Why Graz Works So Well 

It’s rare to find a feature that offers: 

• High-level performance capability 
• World-class coaching access 
• Low-friction training logistics 
• And a genuine spirit of freestyle 

Graz ticks every box for both developing and elite paddlers. 

 

Conclusion 

If you’re looking to elevate your freestyle game—technically, tactically, or creatively—
Graz is an outstanding place to do it. Whether you’re preparing for a competition or 
honing your skills in a focused training week, this feature supports deep, rapid progress. 

The Graz feature exemplifies what’s possible when a local community commits to 
freestyle development. It offers a consistently performing hole with elite coaching 
access and recovery-friendly design. From basics to big moves, from ride-building to 
routine polishing—Graz delivers. With its role in hosting the 2024 Euros and setting 
score records, it proves its mettle as a learning and performance environment. If you get 
the chance to paddle here, take it. It could become one of the most productive weeks of 
your freestyle development. 

 


